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Squadron Information 
 
 

Commander: 

  Cdr Constance H. Beckman, SN 
  Commander@boating-stpete.org 

 

Executive Officer: 
 

   Lt/C Fredrick M. Hauck, S 
   XO @boating-stpete.org 
   

Education Officer: 

  Lt/C Robert E. Cox, Jr, JN 

  SEO@boating-stpete.org 

   

Administrative Officer: 

  Lt/C Gene Sicard, P 
  AdminOfficer@boating-stpete.org   
 

Secretary 

Lt/C Michele D. Kennedy, S 
Secretary@boating-stpete.org 
 

Treasurer 

  Lt/C Kathryn A. Considine, JN 
  Treasurer@boating-stpete.org   
  

Past Commander: * 
  P/C Roger Erb, JN 

Members- at- Large* 
   Lt Susan Tokarz, SN 

   Stf/C  Louis E. McBride, P 

   Lt John Tokarz, SN 

       

*See the Roster for contact information 

or e-mail 
force12@boating-stpete.org 

 
Color copies of Force 12  

can be found at: 
 http://boating-stpete.org/spsps/resources/ 

 

  

  

Schedule your 2021 

 inspection! 

 

The decal indicates that your 

boat has the required  

safety equipment. 
 

 
Feel free to contact any one of  

 St Pete Squadron’s dedicated inspectors directly: 
 

 

Jeff Eckhart - jeffeckhart41@gmail.com 

Jim Greenhalgh  -  tbskjim@gmail.com 

Al Lima - bosbyshelllima@gmail.com 

Bob Zewski - bobzewski@yahoo.com 

 or  
Tom Krupa at tskru@outlook.com 

 or 727-422-1380  

 

Contact Tom if interested in joining the ‘team’! 

 

         

       Ship’s Store  
          

Show that you are a proud  

member of our Squadron by flying our 

burgee on your boat and wearing a squadron shirt.   
 

You can bring your own shirt to have the 

 logo embroidered.                  

We also have Squadron license plates! 

 

Contact Tom Krupa at tskru@outlook.com to place your 

order or see Tom at general meetings. 

   

mailto:kconsidi@tampabay.rr.com
http://boating-stpete.org/spsps/resources/
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Commander

Cdr Connie Beckman 

 

  

 The 2021 National Annual Meeting will 
be virtual and held over two weeks.  The agenda 
will be posted before February 1, 2021 on the 
National website usps.org.  There is no regis-
tration.  Just open the agenda, and find the 
meeting you are interested in. 

EVERYONE is invited to attend all meetings! 

 
How to Connect 
      Go to FreeConferenceCall.com 10 minutes 
before the meeting date and time. 
      Enter meeting ID USPSABC for ALL meet-
ings on the agenda. 
      Use the Attendee option 
          I just want to attend the meeting option  
 
 
How to Prepare and Meeting Tips: 

 You can connect 10 minutes prior to the 
meeting start time— Meetings will start at 
their time, sharp. 

 Turn your camera (video) OFF when joining 
unless asked to turn them on.  This is to 
avoid connection issues and allow everyone 
to be able to join the meeting.   

 You will  be able to see and hear the presen-
tation, they just can't see you. 

 Keep your microphone muted at all times to 
help eliminate background sound issues. 

 DO NOT Announce yourself when joining 
a meeting 

 Connection Issues?  Use the step-by-step 
connection documents found on the usps.org 
website. 

 All meetings will be recorded, you can go to 
the website page 48 hours after the meeting 
to find the link. 

 Practice connecting prior to the meeting, out-
side of any other meeting time.  Safest is be-
fore 10:45 AM EST or after 9:30 PM EST 
during the conference, or most anytime prior 
to February 15. 

 

   

 I hope that everyone is happy to see the year 2020 

behind us.  It has been a challenging year for many 

members and their families.   

   During this time, USPS/America’s Boating Club did 

not shut down operations.  The following are a few of 

the highlights that our National Organization accom-

plished last year:  

 Many online courses were completed. These 

complement the squadron offerings, keeping 

members and the public engaged in our educa-

tion programs. 

 National developed a new Merit Mark software 

program that is user-friendly.   

 USPS Marketing Committee developed an online 

App.   America's Boating Club mobile app is avail-

able through both Apple and Google stores. 

Download it, use it, and share it! 

   For more information on what our National Organi-

zation has been doing and  the Letters from the 

Chief, check out the National website at https://

www.usps.org/departments/11000. 

   Here in St Petersburg, our Bridge has managed to 

lead its members through 2020 using Zoom,  holding 

meetings and boating activities when possible while 

adhering to the COVID19 guidelines.  Thanks to last 

year's Bridge and committee chairs for taking us 

through this difficult time!  

   Watch for some great new ideas and activities this 

year.  Our first task is to give our website a new look 

and functionality.  Members will be able to pay for 

their activities (both educational and social) online.  

Our web administrator, Vanessa Goodrum, is doing a 

great job leading this effort.  

   With Lt/C Fred Hauck, Executive Officer, Lt/C Bob 

Cox, Education Officer and Lt/C Gene Sicard, Admin-

istrative Officer leading the way, along with each 

member's help, we’ll have a great year.  
 

See you around our activities and be safe!   
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Education Officer

Lt/C Robert Cox, Jr

  
 We are into the new Education year and we have lined up a full schedule of courses, all of which have 
been posted to our SPSPS Facebook and Instagram accounts and on the SPSPS Website.  Thanks to the 
great work of the Squadron Admin Officers, Fred Hauck, outgoing and Gene Sicard, incoming, updated flyers 
are making their way into the local publications. 
  
As we closed out last year, we had two courses completed:  
  Congratulations go to all 6 students who successfully completed the Boat Handing/Seamanship 
course and earned the rank of Seaman, taught by P/C Bob Zewski:  

Kevin and Nancy Anello,  
Shawn Fernald,  

Jerry and Patti Joseph 
Anna Pesce   

Also, congratulations to the 3 recent students who completed the Sail Course, taught by P/C Al Lima:  
George Baulig 
Tony Cambria  
Anna Pesce  

BRAVO ZULU and a Hearty Well Done to all! 
 
As we start out the New Year with courses being supported by the St Petersburg Sailing Center, we 

must remember the COVID-19 protocols remain in force and mask should be worn anytime you are on prop-
erty attending a class.   

Please take a look at the schedule posted online, share with your friends and boating neighbors so 
we can educate the public to safe boating practices.  As I pen this newsletter, the courses listed below are 
underway and scheduled in the next couple months. 
 Finally, we continue to look for new instructors or volunteers willing to help out as table proctors for 
some of our classes. If you are interested in working with the education department, please reach out to me 
soon so we can take advantage of your unique talents and love for boating in support our local boating com-
munity.  If have a desire to volunteer to be an instructor, or assist in any way, please let me know by dropping 
me an email at SEO@boating-stpete.org  

 
Remember safe boating and education are the hallmark to having fun on the water;  

we are here to serve you and the local boating community. 
 

 

January Classes: 

   How To Use A Chart Seminar on 19 January 

ABC 1 course begins 25 January 

   Marine Navigation course begins 28 January  

 

February/March Classes: 

Using VHF/DCS Marine Radio Seminar on 16           

February 

Cruise Planning course begins 17 February 

Basic WX & Forecasting Seminar on 16 March  

Boat Handling Course begins 17 March 

Offshore Navigation Course begins 18 March 2 

ABC 2 course begins 22 March 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
An excellent resource for boating  

 information is provided at  
Americas Boating Channel  

 
https://americasboatingchannel.com/    

  

mailto:SEO@boating-stpete.org
https://americasboatingchannel.com/
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Executive Officer

Lt/C Fred Hauck 

 

 

Safety Article    
By 

P/D/C Bob Morris, AP 
 

 I recently wrote an article about “The For-
gotten Thru-Hull” and suggested checking the 
cockpit drain even if above the waterline and rou-
tinely inspecting and tightening all hose clamps. I 
just finished reading an issue of Boat U.S. which 
had a section on keeping your boat above water 
and found some tips I feel that I would like to 
share with you.  
 When we cruised out of the country for 
some time, replacement parts weren’t always as 
good as necessary and it was common for us to 
carry a small magnet to determine the quality of 
items “made” of stainless steel. If the magnet 
stuck to items such as hose clamps, we’d go 
somewhere else to purchase them. Tips such as 
this were covered in this article as well as using a 
small mirror and flashlight to inspect the underside 
of hoses and clamps, not normally seen.  
 Another interesting subject that was dis-
cussed in length was the stuffing box. There are 
many different types—some are designed to drip a 
small amount of water while the shaft is turning 
but the key here is small amount while in use. We 
carried extra packing and hose clamps along with 
fan belts, filters, oil and a whole list of items while 
cruising, but that is a topic for another discussion. 
This article did point out that a great many sink-
ings occurred while the vessels were sitting at the 
dock, not being used, so be vigilant. 
 

Stay safe and have fun. 
 
 
 

  

 Hello SPSPS mates! I just assumed the Ex-

ecutive Officer position, fleeting up from being the 

Administrative Officer. Welcome to the new year and 

another boating season! 

 The 2021 Vessel Safety Check (VSC) stick-

ers are in. Feel free to contact any one of St Pete 

Squadron’s dedicated inspectors directly: 

 Jeff Eckhart - jeffeckhart41@gmail.com,  

 Jim Greenhalgh - tbskjim@gmail.com,  

 Al Lima - bosbyshelllima@gmail.com, 

  Bob Zewski - bobzewski@yahoo.com, 

 Tom Krupa - tskru@outlook.com  

  or 727-422-1380 

 

 As we get back to the water in 2021 for boat-

ing activities, whether with other club members or 

solo, we need to reengage our safety thinking caps. 

If you Google “YouTube boating fails” you will get 

hours worth of boating-related incidents that could 

have been avoided (okay, some are rather entertain-

ing!). Whether you have been boating for decades 

and have sailed around the world or just bought your 

new boat and are going out for the first time, let’s not 

become “immortalized” while boating! 

 We are going to be looking to expand our 

reach to the boating public this year through social 

media and civic/public relations events. More to fol-

low in the future.  

I am excited about our opportunities in 2021.  

Remember, we have the entire Florida  
coastline as our water playground! 

 
BE SAFE! 
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Treasurer 

Lt/C Kathryn Considine 

 

2020 Donations  - $ 2,151.03  
 

These donations help with the printing and       

distribution of the Force 12 and our electronic     

communications.   

They were received 

1) from members as memorials for our members 

who have passed (unless earmarked for the 

education fund) 

2) made by bridge members in lieu of reimburse-

ment for expenses 

3) from 50/50 raffle at General Meetings 

4) from general donations made to the squadron 

5) from our End-of-Year Giving Program 

6) for Special Fund Raisers 

 

If you are making a donation,  

please remember to designate the use you 

prefer! 

 

We especially want to thank our  

Life Members (members with 25 merit marks) 

who generously made 

 donations to support SPSPS even though 

they are exempt from annual dues. 

 

 

Please support the businesses who have their information in our newsletter 
 

 We hope you use the goods and services of the businesses listed throughout the newsletter.   
    When using the business, please thank them and let them know that you saw their card in the Force 12.  
 

                   If you know of anyone who would like their card published,  
    please have them contact our Treasurer, Casey Considine. 

 

Explanation of our different ‘funds’: 
 

The SPSPS Standing rules (Sections 1.1, 
1.2, and 1.3) identify the three “funds” that make up 
all of the finances of the Squadron. 
 
Boca Ciega Showcase Fund: This is the newest 
“pool”. This fund was established in 2017 when 
SPSPS received a bequeath of funds from the dis-
solution of the Boca Ciega Squadron. The Standing 
Rules were then modified to establish guidelines for 
uses of the fund: mainly activities that showcase 
SPSPS activities including, but not limited to, adver-
tising for public courses and events, boat shows or 
other public events or improvements in our area. 

 
Operating (OP) FUND: This is the “pool” of money 
that is used for payment of normal Squadron bills. 

 
Educational (ED) FUND: This “pool” of money was 
established with donations and memorials from 
members who designate its use.  It is used solely 
for the purchase and repair of equipment and for 
the purchase of instructor material used by the Edu-
cational Department. Upon the death of a squadron 
member, SPSPS donates twenty-five dollars ($25) 
from the OP FUND into the ED FUND. In addition, 
the Executive Committee voted to donate $1 for 
each student paying for a course or seminar as a 
means to help keep the ED FUND liquid.  
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What a year this has been – not only learning 

the ropes but also dealing with alternatives to standard 
meeting formats.  Thank heaven for ZOOM and Cory-
Jeanne Cox for setting them up for us to “attend” the 
Executive Committee meetings! 

With COVID hampering our gatherings initially, 
we opted to simply report on the fact we did not have 
certain meetings during the year.  Minutes were pre-
pared to state that fact plus include any items that may 
have been received via email during the month to 
maintain some semblance of continuity. 

I would like to thank the Secretary Staff for be-
ing there this year and helping with minutes and help-
ful suggestions.  So, thank you so much Sandy Krupa, 
Evie Eibach, Dawn Eckhart, JoAnn and Tom Cham-
berlain and Jacque D’Louhy.  I would also like to send 
a shout-out to Casey Considine who has been a tre-
mendous help to me this year as I got my feet wet. 

Let us hope and pray that 2021 brings relief 
from COVID and more opportunities for us to enjoy 
each other’s company and friendship. 
 

 

 

Secretary

Lt/C Michele Kennedy

 

Creative Person Needed 
 

To take over as Force 12 Editor  
beginning with the  

September 2021 edition 
 

Training to begin in March 2021 
 

Contact Sandy Krupa or  
Michele Kennedy  

to apply 

2021 Spring Conference 
 

Friday, 9 April: 
 

 am - Squadron Officer Meeting            

 pm - District Council Meeting 

       evening - Fun event 
 

Saturday, 10 April: 
               

      Roundtables  -  Keynote Luncheon      

 District Conference Meeting 
 

Change of Watch 
    

  Support  our incoming District Officers: 

Al Lima as  

District Administrative Officer 

                      and 

    Casey Considine as District Treasurer 
 

 
Hotel Info:  
 

Four Points Sheraton  

 941-637-6770 

$109.00 + $9.95 resort fee + taxes  

(normal senior rate - $235)  

cutoff date 3/10 

State you have the special “Power Squadron 
room block” or give the code PO1367 to receive 

the discounted rate 
  – so need to make reservation directly 

 

       - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

 

Springhill Suites by Marriott  

 941-347-4224 

$99.00 + taxes (normal senior rate - $206) 

 - includes breakfast - cutoff date 3/19 

Link to book your room online: Book your group 

rate for America's Boating Club 
Rates are good for one day prior 

 and a day after the conference dates 

https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.marriott.com%2Fevents%2Fstart.mi%3Fid%3D1570713281161%26key%3DGRP&data=02%7C01%7C%7Ce44766aa43074b5d0f1f08d74da09ceb%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637063224525491341&sdata=6D
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.marriott.com%2Fevents%2Fstart.mi%3Fid%3D1570713281161%26key%3DGRP&data=02%7C01%7C%7Ce44766aa43074b5d0f1f08d74da09ceb%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637063224525491341&sdata=6D
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Lunch Bunch 
 

Thursday,  February 4 
 

Portofino's Italian Restaurant 
 

 5035 34th Street S, St Petersburg 
(Publix Shopping Center) 

 

Join us for camaraderie  
 

Please let P/C Marilyn Van Goey 
know that you plan to attend in order to  

allow the restaurant to make CDC arrangements  
 

mvangoey@tampabay.rr.com 
Or  727-501-5345 

  Administrative Officer 

Lt/C Gene Sicard 

 
   I would like to extend my appreciation to Roger Erb, 
for all he has accomplished as Commander, while wel-
coming Connie Beckman as our new Commander on 
the Bridge.  As incoming Administrative Officer, I would 
like to share with you the exciting progress we are mak-
ing behind the scenes for ABC St. Petersburg!  
 
 We are currently updating our branding image to 
come into compliance with National America’s Boating 
Club specs, and to give our image a fresh coat of paint 
in order to appeal to a younger demographic. But, most 
importantly, with the help of our webmaster Vanessa 
Goodrum, we are implementing necessary upgrades to 
the ABC St. Pete website.  Theses upgrades include: 
monetization (accepting payment for classes and all 
events), collecting and creating a data base of interest-
ed potential students and new members, and moving 
our Force 12 Newsletter to a digital platform while re-
taining a printed version.  And we’re just getting started.  
Much more to follow. 
 
 Because of Covid and weather, no on the water 
boating activities have been scheduled for February, but 
that could change.   
 
 Please mark your calendars for February 9th, 
when we will be meeting at Billy’s Stone Crab Water-
front Restaurant and moving back to Isla del Sol Yacht 
and Country Club on March 9th. 

  Please do plan to attend. 

  

February   
Dinner Meeting 

 

February 9 
  

Billy’s Stone Crab, Seafood & More 
1 Collany Road Tierra Verde, Florida 33715 

727-866-115   
 

Social 1745 Dinner 1815 
  

Entrée (choose 1): 
 

Prime Rib - $22.00 
8oz USDA choice roasted and lightly seasoned 

 

 Onion Crusted Salmon – $26.00 
Broiled Chilean Salmon topped with  

sweet crispy onion straws 
 

Broiled Chicken Breast –  $22.00 
 

 Dessert (choose 1): 
 

Key Lime Pie or Peanut Butter Pie 
  

All dinners include Billy’s Side Salad,  
Veggie of the Day, and Hush Puppies. 

  
$1.00 discount for cash or check 

  
Email your reservation 

to: reservations@boating-stpete.org  
 

Make sure you indicate your choice of  
entrée and dessert! 

 
 Billy's will be practicing social distancing 
and please wear your mask. We will be located 
separate from the main restaurant dinner area 
with our own servers drinks and meals.   
 
 We will maintain safe/social protocols. I 
am hoping that this will minimize/alleviate any 
fears that you might have in attending our dinner/
meeting! We are hoping for a great turnout! 
 

Don't forget to RSVP as soon as  
possible....seating is truly limited! 

mailto:reservations@boating-stpete.org
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Chaplain’s Corner  
 

P/D/C Thomas Krupa 

BELIEVE IT OR NOT  
 

P/D/C Thomas Krupa 

 

 

 
 

 

A New Year – a new thought:  

Now that the angels’ songs are stilled, 

The star in the sky is gone,  

the kings are home,  

the shepherds are back 

with their flocks ---  

the work of Christmas begins. 
 

Look for and find those whose hearts are 

aching, comfort the sick, 

find and help those in need and  
 

PRAY FOR PEACE AMONG  

ALL PEOPLE. 
 

So – make music with your heart and  

let your star shine bright in all that you 

do and say.   

The work of Christmas has begun 

(embrace it). . . 

 

As I look around – it is very strange  

being the same age as old people. 
 

Quarantine without kids = Staycation. 

Quarantine witth kids = Hostage Situation. 
 

Remember when paper bags were being blamed 

for the destruction of trees – 

and plastic bags were the solution.   
 

Vaping back in my day was sniffing my mother’s 

“Vicks”. 
 

Glue may not sick to the inside of the bottle but,  

It certainly does to the cap. 
 

Fruit cocktail is the most disappointing  

of all “cocktails”. 
 

The person who named the Sea of Tranquility on 

the moon had to be a travel agent. 
 

Cerebral comfort food – music from our youth. 

If smoking is bad – then why does it cure salmon? 
 

You cannot glue a tomato back together  

with tomato paste. 
 

And – I want to grow my own food but – 

 I can’t find “bacon seeds”. 

 

Happy Valentines Day! 
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Calendar of Events 

             February Birthday Greetings to: 

   

   February Time      Event          Location  Contact 

           

    4  -  Bob Zewski   12  -  Michael McBride 22  -  George Fiber 

   5  -  Anthony Napolitano  14  -  Bob Potter           23  -  Edward Dillabough 

   7  -  Gerald Brennan           21  -  Harold Hurwitz          24 -  Debora Finn 

  9  -  Marilyn VanGoey          21  -  Mark Van De Ree 25  - Norm Ferguson 

 
   

     March   Time      Event          Location  Contact 

 

      3  February 1830 EXCOM Meeting     St Pete Yacht Club  Cdr Connie Beckman 
 
      4  February           1130    Lunch Bunch                Portofino’s, 34th Street        P/C Marilyn Van Goey 
 
      9  February 1545    General Meeting   Billy’s Stone Crab, Tierra Verde Cdr Connie Beckman 
 
    
    14  February  
 
 
    15 -26 February  USPS Annual Meeting        Cdr Connie Beckman 
 
    16  February 1900     Using Radio Seminar     Sail Center   Lt/C Bob Cox  
 
    17  February 1900  Cruise Planning      Sail Center   Lt/C Bob Cox 

       
      3  March     1830 EXCOM Meeting     St Pete Yacht Club  Cdr Connie Beckman 
 
      4  March           1130    Lunch Bunch                Portofino’s, 34th Street        P/C Marilyn Van Goey 
 
      9  March  1545    General Meeting       Isla Del Sol Yacht Club Cdr Connie Beckman 
    
    14  March  0200        Daylight Savings Time Begins 
  
    16  March             1900    Basic WX & Forecasting Seminar   Sail Center Lt/C Bob Cox  
  
    17  March               1900    Boat Handling Course  Sail Center  Lt/C Bob Cox 
 
    18  March  1900 Offshore Navigation Course Sail Center  Lt/C Bob Cox 
 
     22 March  1900 ABC Course   Sail Center  Lt/C Bob Cox 
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Oops! 
 

Missed recognizing a member in last 

month’s listing of Merit Mark recipients  

for services provided to USPS during 2020 

 

Robert W. Zewski, P 
 

Bob taught the  
Boat Handling/Seamanship Course and  

did 10 Vessel Exams 

How Do You Earn a Merit Mark?? 
 

 The requirement is a minimum of 12 hours of 

volunteering for the Squadron during a year.  Only 

one merit mark can be earned each year.  

  To earn a merit mark, you can be a proctor at 

the ABC Boating Class, do 10 Vessel Safety Checks, 

teach two seminars or classes, obtain a speaker for 

our general meeting, help with member recruiting and 

involvement, assist with boating activities, or any oth-

er task that requires your time and talents.   

Contact any Bridge member to start  

earning your 2021 Merit Mark 

You are invited to join a special group event for 
members of 

   
FEB 2022 EASTERN CARIBBEAN CRUISE 

7 days:  27 Feb – 6 Mar 2022 
 

Roundtrip from Fort Lauderdale on the BRAND NEW ROTTERDAM 

Itinerary:  Grand Turk, San Juan, St Thomas, Half Moon Cay 
 

BOOK NOW DURING THE VIEW & VERANDAH PROMOTION!!! 
FREE Drink Package, FREE specialty dining, 50% reduced deposit 

OFFER ENDS 28 FEB 2021 (Promotion pricing different from Group pricing) 
PROMOTION PRICING FROM $899pp 

Inside stateroom from $899pp 
Outside from $1099pp 

Verandah from $1159pp 
Suites from $1899pp 

Price does not include $175 pp taxes & port fees.  Travel protection & transfers are additional. 
 

Don’t miss sailing on Holland America Line’s newest Pinnacle Class 
ship!  

Feel free to invite your friends, family and neighbors to join us.   
 

Everyone must book through Dawn Eckhart in order to be included in our group and receive the exclusive 
group benefits. USPS will receive remuneration from proceeds of this group event. 

 

Email dawnstraveldeals@gmail.com or call Dawn at   

(727) 403-0406 to join our group on this new, exciting cruise! 

  

mailto:dawnstraveldeals@gmail.com
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Force 12 is a publication of the 
St Petersburg Sail and Power Squadron 
PO Box 13542 
St. Petersburg, FL 33733-3542 

Force 12 
 

Color copies and previous Force 12 issues can be found on our  
website www.boating-stpete.org — ‘resources’  

 
Distribution either by email or hard copy,  

please let us know which you prefer at tskru@outlook.com 
 
Editor:  Sandy Krupa  

 
Assistance to this edition:   

JoAnn Chamberlain, Tom Chamberlain, Jacque D’Louhy and Dawn Eckhart 
 

 


